Notes for Wednesday, October 14

Midterm Reflection
Our last assignment of the semester will be a Final Reflection that asks us to reflect on our work and learning throughout the course. We have an optional Midterm Reflection that would need to be submitted by the end of the day today. We will complete a short reflection activity today to help us think in this direction.

Presentation Handbook
As you prepare your presentation, draw on this resource from UPitt. In my experience, one of the main things students can improve on in their presentations is structure: having a clear introduction that sets up the purpose and structure of the presentation, noting transitions between parts of the presentation, and having a clear conclusion. So, check out the sections on Structuring the Speech, Organization, and Transitions.

Presentation Visual Aids
As you prepare your visual aid, think about how you and your audience will engage with it.
· Include a title slide with your name and title of the presentation. Be sure to introduce yourself when you start the presentation.
· Leave your slides up long enough for people to read and take notes if necessary. Don’t transition too quickly between slides.
· If your slides contain specific information, numbers, graphs, etc., explain this information and clarify what we learn from it. 
· If you are quoting from a slide, it would help to have a copy of the information in front of you rather than turning to read from the slide itself, as this directs your attention away from the audience.

For our first presentation, try using a new type of presentation software or platform you have not used before, or try using something you have used before in a new way.
· PowerPoint. We are likely familiar with PowerPoint, so it might help to try something different. If you do use PowerPoint, try to use features you haven’t tried before.
· Zoom, Morph, Designer, hyperlinking
· More overviews of features here and here
· Google Slides. This platform has some features beyond what PowerPoint offers. 
· Canva. This platform has many unique design features.
· Prezi. Here’s a Prezi about Prezi.

Images and Video Clips
Try to incorporate images and/or short video clips that are particularly relevant to your topic and presentation.
· Pictures of authors, stakeholders, or other people involved in the debate;
· Video clips of people offering a perspective on the topic (no more than 30 seconds or so for our purposes; see YouTube and Vimeo);
· Explore sites with relevant images: AP Newsroom, Getty Images, Flickr, Wikimedia Commons, Smithsonian.
