Notes for Tuesday, October 27

Analyzing Culture
Revisit the Analyzing Culture paper from last week and see if you can develop your thinking further by addressing the following prompts.
· In the Analyzing Culture paper, you have already started identifying key details from your cultural text and analyzing them by connecting them to the larger purpose of the text and reflecting on their significance. Now, think back over your cultural text and see if there are any details you have not discussed yet. How would you describe these details, and how do they shape our understanding of the text? Do they reinforce what you have already said or take your thinking in a new direction?
· This is not a requirement for Paper 2, but one way to develop your analysis is to compare one text or creator to another. For example, if I were analyzing Taylor Swift, I could compare one of her country songs to one of her pop songs, or one of her pop songs to a song by Nicki Minaj or Rihanna, or one of her songs to song from a different genre, such as punk music. A comparison could help you be more precise in articulating how your text helps us think about our concepts in a different way. How would you compare your cultural text or creator to another?
· Paper 2 will ask us to draw on sources from our research, but you can also potentially draw on class readings to see how they connect with and shape your understanding of your cultural text. See if you can make a connection to a class reading. Can you draw on Rogers, Barrett, Myers, Lynch, Ratnayake, Schalk, Febos, or Loofbourow to help us consider how the text allows us to think about things like culture and mindfulness, culture and emotions, language and identity, pleasure activism, the male glance, culture and gender, etc.?


Research Activity 
For our Paper 2 Research assignment, you need to find at least three sources through your own research that you could potentially use to further analyze your cultural text in Paper 2. For today’s research activity, start by identifying search terms you might use:
· Identify search terms related to the title and producer of your cultural text. What names might you use in your searches?
· How would you describe your cultural text in terms of genre or type? How would you categorize it?
· What ideas or concepts do you associate with your cultural text? What words stand out that describe what the text is about or what concepts help us think about the text?

Use these resources from Willamette University’s or UT Austin’s pages to help you develop these search terms further. Once you have a list of search terms, you’ll then want to use them to search different databases and sites. There are a number of strategies you can use to help you combine search terms in specific ways.


In terms of databases and sites to use, from the late 1990s to a few years ago, the most common way for students to start research was probably to go to Google (or other search engines like Bing or Yahoo), and you are welcome to use these sites to search for sources related to your topics. Now, many students probably start by going to AI platforms such as ChatGPT, Gemini, and Claude. For our purposes, you are welcome to use AI to help with research. Note, however, that AI does not always produce accurate search results; it sometimes responds with “hallucinations,” sources that do not actually exist. Even if you use AI to find sources, you still need to look at those sources and read through them on your own.

Even if you use search engines or AI to help you find sources, you will also need to look at specific databases that are likely to have relevant sources. For academic sources, try JStor and Academic Search Complete (available through the library) and then Google Scholar. For newspaper and magazine articles, look at specific publications like The New York Times, The Washington Post, The Guardian, The New Yorker, Harper’s, Slate, Salon, The Los Angeles Review of Books, New York Magazine, Media Diversified, The New Inquiry, Vox, and Medium.

