Notes for Tuesday, October 20

Beyoncé’s Political Project
Our readings from Roxanne Gay and Max Freedman help us consider Beyoncé’s feminism and politics in greater detail. Just as Barrett gave us the idea of “emotional granularity,” we can think of our work in Paper 2 as aiming for a sort of “conceptual granularity.” The cultural texts we analyze will allow us to take up different concepts, and we want to try to be as specific as possible in articulating how the cultural text shapes our understanding of this concept.
· What is your understanding of feminism? How would you define it? What are its uses and limits as a concept?
· Revisit the readings from hooks and Freedman. Articulate as specifically as possible their understandings of Beyoncé’s feminism and politics.
· Revisit the “APESHIT” video. What specific details stand out this time?


Analyzing Culture
Looking ahead to our short paper on Thursday, let’s develop our thinking about our cultural texts. For this writing activity, address the following prompts.
· In the Analyzing Culture paper, you will need to identify key details from your cultural text and analyze them by connecting them to the larger purpose of the text and reflecting on their significance. Write out some key details and aspects of your cultural text. How would you describe these details, and how do they shape our understanding of the text? How would you articulate the larger purpose and significance of the text based on these details?
