Notes for Monday, October 19

Presentation Handbook
As you prepare your presentation, remember to draw on this resource from UPitt. I would highlight a few sections in particular. In my experience, one of the main things students can improve on in their presentations is structure: having a clear introduction that sets up the purpose and structure of the presentation, noting transitions between parts of the presentation, and having a clear conclusion. So, check out the sections on Structuring the Speech, Organization, and Transitions. Before you present, it will help to look over the section on Delivering the Speech as well.
 
Presentation Video
As you work on your visual aid, remember what we discussed about best practices for slide design (this video from Phillips discusses these further):
· You should have just one message per slide.
· Find a balance between images and small amounts of text to help ensure that the focus is on you giving the presentation rather than the visual aid.
· The most important information on the slide should be the biggest.
· Use contrast to highlight specific information on the screen.
· Limit the number of objects you have on a slide (images, words). For Phillips, the magic number is six.
· With all this in mind, it’s better to have more slides with fewer objects and less information on each slide than fewer slides with too much on each slide.
