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English 326: Digital Rhetoric
Spring 2021
Professor: Matt King (he, him, his; more on pronouns here and here)
Email: mrking@sbu.edu
Phone: 716.375.2457
Office Hours: Tuesday and Thursday 9:30-11:00 and by appointment
Office Location: Zoom (I will be available here during office hours)
Class Website: https://mattrking.com/courses/e326/ and Moodle
Professional and Creative Writing Major Objectives
· Write effective texts in different genres and in multiple media to respond to a variety of professional and creative needs.

· Construct their own professional identities as writers, readers, and researchers who can make valuable contributions in a variety of professional settings.

· Interpret cultural, political, and historical situations using specific theories from rhetorical, literary, and writing studies.

· Display the ethical commitment of writers to improve society.

Writing Intensive Course
This course satisfies the Writing Intensive requirement for the general education curriculum and thus addresses the University Learning Goal and Objectives on writing and communication:

Students will develop competence in multimodal communication with special emphasis on oral, written, and digital communication, including an understanding of key issues relating to their use.

Learning Objectives
1. Students identify and respond to contexts using appropriate processes and modes of delivery.
2. Students use effective content and approaches to organization, style, and design that are appropriate for the discipline and genre of communication.
3. Students demonstrate control of syntax and mechanics by using language that communicates with clarity, fluency, and minimal errors.

Course Description
This course will help students think critically about the ways in which digital technologies shape rhetorical and expressive practices. Possible areas of consideration include electronic literature, hypertext fiction, digital poetry, conversations in digital humanities, public sphere studies, the virtual, video games/procedural rhetoric, electracy, platform studies, and critical code studies. The course may allow students to practice writing in different digital spaces, but it foregrounds the writing of more traditional analysis papers focusing on digital rhetoric technologies, practices, and texts. (3 credits)

Course Goals
· Understand the role that digital technologies play in shaping public discourse;

· Develop a critical and productive framework for engaging with digital technologies and texts grounded in rhetorical concepts and practices;

· Produce writing that demonstrates critical and conceptual sophistication, offering substantial insights into academic and public conversations on digital technologies;

· Gain fluency in writing genres and modalities that contribute to the development of your academic and professional identity;

· Address ethical concerns in digital rhetoric, both in terms of understanding these concerns and responding to them ethically.

All class texts will be made available online as needed.

Grading
Read my statement on grading here. The grading statement also includes the policies for late work and attendance.

Student Success Center
Revising and responding to feedback will be an invaluable and necessary part of your development as a writer this semester. All students working on writing projects are encouraged to seek help from the SBU Writing Lab. To make an appointment, email writinglab@sbu.edu and explain your project, nature of assistance you seek, and timeline for feedback. You can opt for either written feedback on your draft or a live tutoring session over Zoom with one of the Writing Lab tutors. Upon request, the Writing Lab can also send your instructor a session report outlining your visit and tutor recommendations.

Academic Honesty
The writing you submit for our class should be your own; when you draw on the work of others, you should acknowledge it and include appropriate citations. Instances of plagiarism can result in failed assignments and potentially failure of the course. A list of unacceptable practices and procedures to be followed in prosecuting cases of alleged academic dishonesty can be found here.

Students with Disabilities
Students with disabilities who feel they need academic accommodations should contact Adriane Spencer (aspencer@sbu.edu), Director of Disability Support Services Office, 100D Plassmann Hall (Student Success Center), 716-375-2065. Please reach out early in the semester so that they can assist you as soon as possible. Documentation from the Disability Support Services Office is required before I can make accommodations.

Email
Email will serve as an official means of communication for this class, and you should check the email account you have registered with the university regularly. Feel free to email me with your questions and concerns.

Title IX
Title IX makes it clear that violence and harassment based on sex and gender are Civil Rights offenses subject to the same kinds of accountability and the same kinds of support applied to offenses against other protected categories such as race, national origin, etc. If you or someone you know has been harassed or assaulted, you can find the appropriate resources at the Health and Wellness Center or at the Campus Safety Office. For on-campus reporting, see the Title IX Coordinator (Erik Seastedt, Director of Human Resources) and Residence Life Staff (RAs, RDs, and other professional staff). The University’s policy and procedures regarding gender-based and sexual misconduct can be found online.

In the event of an emergency, call Campus Safety (716-375-2525) or contact Rob DeFazio (Student Conduct, 716-375-2190, rdefazio@sbu.edu). Be aware that most university employees are mandated reporters.

Other Concerns
If you have any other concerns that affect your ability to succeed in this course – for example, affording costs related to the class, dealing with mental health issues, having regular shelter and food, etc. – please let me know, and I will do what I can to help.
Grading Policy

Over time, I have come to agree with teachers and researchers who have found that giving students grades does not enhance learning and may even be detrimental to it. There are many reasons for this. For example,

· Learning is better achieved through intrinsic motivation (you want to learn) than extrinsic motivation (you want to get a good grade).

· Learning involves taking risks and being comfortable with failure, and you are more likely to take risks if you are not worried that your grade is at stake.

· Learning can happen in unexpected or unpredictable ways, and what you learn does not always match exactly what I think I am trying to teach you.

· The quality of your learning does not always match the quality of your performance. One student’s “B” might take them more work and involve more learning and personal development than another student’s “A.” Similarly, the “A” student might take a risk and try something new in their writing, ending up with “B” quality work but having learned more than if they wrote an “A” paper that did not challenge them.

With this in mind, I will not be grading your work on individual assignments throughout the semester. I will provide feedback on your work in writing and through individual conferences, and I am always happy to meet with you in office hours or by appointment to discuss your work and your learning further.

Of course, Bonaventure requires that you receive a grade for this course, and I will submit midterm and final grades. However, you will be responsible for helping to determine and assign your grade based on your understanding of your learning and efforts this semester. Toward this end, you will complete a Midterm and Final Reflection where you will write about your experience in the course and make an argument for what grade you should receive.
Here are some guidelines to give you a sense for what to expect. In order to earn a B, you must achieve the following:

· Regularly attend class (or otherwise keep up with main class activities) and complete assigned readings (see “Attendance” and “Content” below);

· Meet the criteria (such as minimum length requirements and main objectives) for all main assignments;

· Miss no more than one short assignment throughout the semester (to earn an A- or A for the semester, you cannot miss any short assignments);

· Put in a good faith effort on all assignments (including revisions for main assignments), using our assignments as an opportunity to learn, challenge yourself, and do good work.

You can move into the B+, A-, or A range by exceeding these expectations, particularly through the amount of effort you put into the class and the quality of your work and your learning. You can move into the B- or C, D, or F range by failing to meet these expectations, particularly through a lack of effort or engagement with the class, failing to submit work, or submitting work that is incomplete or fails to demonstrate a good faith effort. I am happy to discuss grading expectations further if you have questions about how to achieve or avoid a particular grade.

COVID NOTE: The attendance policy below is more of a goal than a requirement. Please see these Covid policies for further thoughts about attendance. You should not come to class if you have symptoms or are otherwise worry you might be exposed to the virus. Any absences along these lines will not affect your grade. As noted below, if you do miss class for any reason, please check-in with me and try to complete the activities you missed.

Attendance.  You should arrive to class on time with all assigned readings and assignments completed. Absences can affect your grade for the course as follows:

· For MWF classes, in order to grade yourself in the A range, you should miss no more than 3 classes; for the B range, no more than 5 classes. If you have more than 8 absences, you will automatically fail the course. 
· For MW and TTh classes, in order to grade yourself in the A range, you should miss no more than 2 classes; for the B range, no more than 4 classes. If you have more than 6 absences, you will automatically fail the course.
· Tardiness can also contribute to your absences; every 3 instances of tardiness will count as an absence.

This policy does not distinguish between excused and unexcused absences except for athletes or other students with official university responsibilities. For athletes, students who provide documentation for absences related to athletic competitions will be excused for all such absences. Student athletes can also miss two more class periods throughout the semester without a grade penalty. If you have three or more unexcused (non-athletic) absences throughout the semester, then all your absences will be counted toward the attendance policy.

Note: You can have up to two absences excused if you complete the activities we did in class the day you were absent and you meet with me to discuss what you missed. So, you could miss five MWF classes or four MW/TTh classes and still score in the A range if you make up two of those classes; you could miss seven MWF classes or six MW/TTh classes and still score in the B range if you make up two of those classes. It is your responsibility to complete the activities and meet with me in office hours or set up an appointment to discuss what you missed.

I understand that attendance concerns are sometimes beyond our control: mental health concerns related to anxiety or depression, extended illnesses or medical concerns, family or other personal issues – all these and more can result in unexpected or unwanted absences. If you have a circumstance or situation that makes it difficult for you to conform to the attendance policy outlined above, please let me know.

Late Work.  I am pretty flexible concerning late work as long as you let me know ahead of time. I would rather you spend the time you need on your writing in order to succeed, and if you need time beyond the deadline or due date to achieve that, I want you to take advantage of that time. That being said, excessive or unexcused late work will not be acceptable and will negatively impact your grade. If circumstances prevent you from being able to submit an assignment on time, you should discuss the situation with me in advance.

Content. While I expect you to complete all readings and in-class activities, I understand that certain types of content may be difficult for you to engage with depending on your experience and background. For example, reading or writing or talking about issues such as racism, sexism, abuse, assault, or harassment might be difficult if you have had traumatic experiences related to these issues. Many of my classes take up challenging content, and I will ask you to engage with this material and with your classmates to the best of your abilities, in a respectful and responsible manner. Taking up ideas and topics that make you uncomfortable can be a valuable part of learning. At the same time (again, depending on your background and experience), sometimes this content is too much – too personal, too closely associated with trauma, etc. – and engaging with it will be a negative rather than positive learning experience for you. If you ever need to opt out of a particular reading or in-class discussion or writing activity based on the content, please let me know and we can figure out another reading or activity that will help you accomplish the same learning objective.
Covid Policies
These additional policies aim to make sure our experience together during the pandemic is both safe and productive.
· Attendance. Your top priority this semester should be maintaining your own health and safety and helping to protect the health and safety of others. If you have COVID-19 symptoms or otherwise believe you might have been exposed to the virus, please do not come to class. Any absences along these lines will be excused. If you are worried about attending class at any point due to concern for your own health, please let me know. If you are placed on a mandatory quarantine or in isolation for potential exposure to or contraction of COVID-19, please send me documentation. All students should complete the daily COVID-19 survey.  Students who have symptoms of COVID-19 but are not officially quarantined or isolated should complete the daily survey truthfully, contact Health Services for appropriate testing and treatment, and contact me to discuss any absence from class.

· In-class precautions. Please wear a mask at all times during class. Our class seating will also be arranged to allow for social distancing, so please maintain social distancing during class. We will also have a sanitation routine that will help ensure we maintain clean workspaces. If you have any concerns about how things are going in class (for example, you see other people not properly wearing masks, or you are concerned about getting too close to others), please let me know.

· Accessibility and accommodations. Our new circumstances might raise new concerns or needs around accessibility and accommodations. For example, it might be harder to hear everything in class; it might be harder to access campus technology or good places to work if some spaces are closed or accommodate fewer people. If you have any issues along these lines in class or outside of class, please let me know.

· Mental health. Focusing on your mental health will be just as important as your physical health this semester. While this is always true, the circumstances likely present you with new and additional mental health challenges. Please do what you need to take care of yourself. Our class can be flexible in terms of deadlines and other course demands, so let me know what I can do to help and accommodate your needs.

In other words, I recognize how difficult it is to try to succeed in school right now with everything else going on. I do believe we can do good work together this semester and that you will be able to improve and grow as a writer, but we can also be flexible in the face of challenging circumstances. Again, the top priority is health and safety, so let me know if I can do anything to help.

Schedule

	Date
	Major Due Dates; Homework (due day listed); In class

	
	

	T 1/26
	Introduction to class

	Th 1/28
	Read Aristotle; Notes

	T 2/2
	Read Jeong, AITA, Chang, Bryan, and Crenshaw; Notes

	Th 2/4
	Short Paper due; Notes

	T 2/9
	Read Burke (here and on Moodle); Notes

	Th 2/11
	Read Beran and Ohlheiser; Notes

	T 2/16
	Read boyd; Notes

	T 2/23
	Short Paper due; Notes

	Th 2/25
	Read Bogost, p. 1-28 (Moodle); Notes

	T 3/2
	Read Bogost, p. 28-64 (Moodle); Notes on Procedural Rhetoric

	Th 3/4
	Read Hao and Hill; Notes

	T 3/9
	Short Paper due; Notes

	Th 3/11
	Discuss midterm and notes, sign up for conferences 

	T 3/16
	Midterm Exam

	Th 3/18
	Conferences; Midterm Reflection due by Friday

	T 3/23
	Read Lorde (Moodle); Notes

	Th 3/25
	Work on Paper Proposal (read suggestions); Notes

	T 3/30
	Paper Proposal due; Notes

	Th 4/1
	Listen to Radiolab, “Oops” (at least 0:55-5:00 and 50:00-1:00:20)

	T 4/6
	Work on Final Paper; Read O’Gieblyn, notes

	Th 4/8
	Read Hampton; Notes, sign up for conferences

	Th 4/15
	Final Paper draft due; Conferences

	T 4/20
	Read Glaser; Notes

	Th 4/22
	No class; work on Final Paper

	T 4/27
	Class discussion with Leo Wolters Tejera

	Th 4/29
	Final Paper due for peer reviews; Sign up for conferences

	T 5/4
	Conferences

	Th 5/6
	Final Paper due; Notes

	W 5/12
	Final Reflection due


Short Papers
These short assignments (minimum 700 words, submitted via email) give you an opportunity to reflect on our readings and to add your own thinking to the conversation. Each Short Paper should complete two main steps: analysis and application.

The first part of your paper should focus on analyzing our readings on rhetoric from Aristotle (first Short Paper), Burke (second Short Paper), and Bogost (third Short Paper). Your analysis should address the following prompts:

· You should identify the main purpose of the reading: its main argument, how it defines or frames rhetoric, and/or its other main ideas. Help us understand the author’s thinking and what they add to our understanding of rhetoric.

· Look at specific passages, points, examples, or quotes to ground and support your analysis, to give us a more specific sense for the author’s thinking.

· Finally, situate the reading in a larger context. There are a few ways this can happen. You can comment on how this reading fits with its historical circumstances, or how it compares to other readings or understandings of rhetoric, or how it is useful or limited in helping us understand the digital world, or something else along these lines.

In the second part of your paper, you should apply the thinking of the reading to some aspect of digital culture. You are welcome to pick anything that is relevant to our class concerns, whether it is something we have already discussed as a class or not. Tell us about this aspect of digital culture and explain how the reading helps us understand it. Similarly, you might use your example to help us understand the reading in a new way or to help us see the limits of the reading and to think beyond it. Overall, your writing should help us better understand the reading and some aspect of or example from digital culture.

Midterm Exam
Our midterm will be another writing assignment similar to our short papers. There is not a minimum length requirement; instead, there is a minimum time requirement. You should spent at least the equivalent of one class period (an hour and fifteen minutes) writing the midterm. You would be welcome to do this during our actual class time on Tuesday, March 16, as the midterm is due at the end of class that day (submitted via email). You would be welcome to write the midterm outside of our normal class time if that works better for you.

You should also spend your normal homework time for Thursday, March 11 and Tuesday, March 16 preparing for the exam. It could help to look back over our readings, any notes you have taken, and your Short Papers. You are welcome to look at all these materials as you complete the midterm, and you are welcome to discuss and share your work with classmates as well.

Here are the prompts for the midterm. You will likely focus on answering just one of these prompts, but you are also welcome to address multiple prompts if you see a connection between them you want to address in your writing.

· Pick some aspect of digital culture and analyze it through the lens of Aristotle, Burke, and Bogost. How would we understand this example from the different perspectives of our readings? Your should look at an example that does not come from our class readings. Successful answers will draw on specific ideas from our class readings and apply them to a specific example from digital culture.

· How would you combine, synthesize, and/or compare Aristotle, Burke, and Bogost? What new understanding of rhetoric do we arrive at when we consider them together? Successful answers will draw on specific ideas from the readings while also adding your own ideas and insights.

· What do you want to add to the understanding of rhetoric we have developed from Aristotle, Burke, and Bogost? What is not addressed in their thinking on rhetoric? What do we need to add to our understanding of rhetoric to further account for digital culture? Successful answers will draw on specific ideas from the readings and specific examples from digital culture while also adding your own ideas.

· How would you define rhetoric? This is similar to the previous prompt, but this gives you more room to develop your own thinking on your own terms. Successful answers will articulate and support your own definition, applying it to an example from digital culture, while drawing on the class readings as a point of comparison.

· How do our readings from Aristotle, Burke, and Bogost help you understand some aspect of your own experience? Successful answers will draw on specific ideas from the readings and specific examples from your experience.

Final Paper
Our Final Paper (minimum 1,800 words) gives you an opportunity to write about a topic of your choice at greater length and in more detail. As outlined below, there are a few different approaches you can potentially take on the paper. Regardless of which approach you take, your work on the paper should involve research so that you are engaging with sources beyond our class readings.

Paper Proposal
The first step in your work toward the Final Paper is completing a paper proposal (minimum 500 words). Your proposal should address the following prompts:

· What approach will you take to the Final Paper? See more on the options below.

· What topic will you address? What will be the focus of your paper? If you need help figuring out a topic, refer to these suggestions.

· What do you think will be the main purpose, point, or argument of your paper? What do you hope to achieve through the paper? This might change over time, but offer a sense for where you think you are headed.

· What types of sources or texts will help you write this paper? What sort of research will you do?

· How do you see your paper contributing to our class conversations and ideas?

Final Paper Options
Here are the main options for your approach to the Final Paper:

· Argument paper. This approach involves making an argument about some aspect of digital culture. You would need to develop and support your argument throughout the paper. Your research would likely focus on finding sources that help you support your argument or that you can respond to as you develop your ideas. You would aim to persuade us or otherwise shape our thinking about your topic and help us see it in a new way, such that you are adding to our class conversations and understanding of digital rhetoric.

· Rhetorical analysis. This approach involves analyzing some aspect of digital culture through the lens of one or more of our class readings. You could focus your analysis on one text or aspect of digital culture in particular or look at multiple aspects or texts and compare them. Your research would likely involve finding sources that comment on these aspects of digital culture or that otherwise help you analyze them. You would aim both to help us better understand this aspect of digital culture through your analysis and to help us better understand our class readings and ideas by applying them.

· Research paper. This approach involves picking a topic relevant to digital culture and doing research to learn more about it. Your paper would organize and analyze your research findings so that you are presenting what you learn about the topic with clarity and insight. Your research would likely involve finding sources that help you learn more about the topic. You can potentially make an argument or otherwise comment on what you find through your research, but the main focus of the paper would be presenting your research findings.

· Reflection paper. This approach involves applying the readings and ideas from our class to your own experience. Your paper would include a narrative or discussion of some aspect of your experience with digital culture and an analysis of your experience through the lens of our class readings and/or other sources. Your research would likely involve finding sources that discuss topics related to your experience, that give you another lens through which to analyze your experience, or that discuss other people’s related experiences. You would aim both to better understand your experience through your analysis and to help us better understand ideas and issues from our class by drawing on your experience as an example.

Midterm Reflection
This reflection paper (minimum 800 words, submitted via email) gives you an opportunity to reflect on the work you have done this semester, to assess and evaluate your learning and development, and to think about ways you can continue to improve throughout the rest of the semester.
Before you begin writing the reflection, collect all the work you have completed for our class this semester, including all writing assignments and anything you have written during our in-class activities. Review this work to get a sense for how you have done this semester, where your work has been most and least successful, what you have learned, and how you have progressed.

When you write the Midterm Reflection, your thinking should address the following prompts. Be sure to include specific examples and make direct reference to experiences you had with our writing assignments, readings, and in-class discussions and activities:

· How would you describe the efforts you have made this semester? Consider both the amount of effort you put into your work and how productive and effective this effort was. How much time did you spend on different aspects of the writing process – reading, researching, brainstorming, outlining, drafting, revising, etc.? Which efforts felt most productive and effective? Least so?

· How would you describe your participation in class conversations and activities? Which conversations and activities have you found most beneficial? What did you learn from or get out of our in-class activities?

· How would you describe your learning during the first half of the semester? It would help to make reference to the dimensions of learning from the Learning Record. 

· Confidence and Independence

· Skills and Strategies

· Knowledge and Understanding

· Use of Prior and Emerging Experience

· Reflection

· Creativity, Originality, Imagination

· In the last part of your reflection, assign yourself a specific letter grade (you can use +/- grades: A, A-, B+, B, B-, etc.) for your overall grade and support your thinking as to why you should get this grade in our class. Generally speaking, to get an A, you will need to demonstrate that your work, your effort, and your learning have been “excellent”; the B range would need to be “good”; the C range and below would include some combination of “okay” or “unsatisfactory” work, incomplete work, and lack of satisfactory participation or investment in the course. In what ways has your work, your effort, and your learning been “excellent,” “good,” “okay,” or “unsatisfactory” so far? What can you do to improve going forward?

Keep in mind our grading guidelines. In order to earn a B, you must achieve the following:

· Regularly attend class (or otherwise keep up with main class activities) and complete assigned readings;

· Meet the criteria (such as minimum length requirements and main objectives) for all main assignments;

· Miss no more than one short assignment throughout the semester (to earn an A- or A for the semester, you cannot miss any short assignments);

· Put in a good faith effort on all assignments (including revisions for main assignments), using our assignments as an opportunity to learn, challenge yourself, and do good work.

You can move into the B+, A-, or A range by exceeding these expectations, particularly through the amount of effort you put into the class and the quality of your work and your learning. You can move into the B- or C, D, or F range by failing to meet these expectations, particularly through a lack of effort or engagement with the class, failing to submit work, or submitting work that is incomplete or fails to demonstrate a good faith effort. I am happy to discuss grading expectations further if you have questions about how to achieve or avoid a particular grade.

Final Reflection
This reflection paper (minimum 800 words, submitted via email) gives you an opportunity to reflect on the work you have done this semester and to assess and evaluate your learning and development.
Before you begin writing the reflection, collect all the work you have completed for our class this semester, including all writing assignments and anything you have written during our in-class activities. Review this work to get a sense for how you have done this semester, where your work has been most and least successful, what you have learned, and how you have progressed. Also, review what you wrote on the Midterm Reflection; this Final Reflection should address your learning and development since the Midterm.

When you write the Final Reflection, your thinking should address the following prompts. Be sure to include specific examples and make direct reference to experiences you had with our writing assignments, readings, and in-class discussions and activities:

· How would you describe the efforts you have made during the second half of the semester? Consider both the amount of effort you put into your work and how productive and effective this effort was. How much time did you spend on different aspects of the writing process – reading, researching, brainstorming, outlining, drafting, revising, etc.? Which efforts felt most productive and effective? Least so?

· How would you describe your participation in class conversations and activities in the second half of the semester? Which conversations and activities have you found most beneficial? What did you learn from or get out of our in-class activities?

· How would you describe your learning during the second half of the semester? It would help to make reference to the dimensions of learning from the Learning Record. 

· Confidence and Independence

· Skills and Strategies

· Knowledge and Understanding

· Use of Prior and Emerging Experience

· Reflection

· Creativity, Originality, Imagination

· In the last part of your reflection, assign yourself a specific letter grade (you can use +/- grades: A, A-, B+, B, B-, etc.) for your overall grade and support your thinking as to why you should get this grade in our class. If you are giving yourself a different grade from your Midterm Reflection, explain why you think your grade should go up or go down. Generally speaking, to get an A, you will need to demonstrate that your work, your effort, and your learning have been “excellent”; the B range would need to be “good”; the C range and below would include some combination of “okay” or “unsatisfactory” work, incomplete work, and lack of satisfactory participation or investment in the course. In what ways has your work, your effort, and your learning been “excellent,” “good,” “okay,” or “unsatisfactory” so far? What can you do to improve going forward?

Keep in mind our grading guidelines. In order to earn a B, you must achieve the following:

· Regularly attend class (or otherwise keep up with main class activities) and complete assigned readings;

· Meet the criteria (such as minimum length requirements and main objectives) for all main assignments;

· Miss no more than one short assignment throughout the semester (to earn an A- or A for the semester, you cannot miss any short assignments);

· Put in a good faith effort on all assignments (including revisions for main assignments), using our assignments as an opportunity to learn, challenge yourself, and do good work.

You can move into the B+, A-, or A range by exceeding these expectations, particularly through the amount of effort you put into the class and the quality of your work and your learning. You can move into the B- or C, D, or F range by failing to meet these expectations, particularly through a lack of effort or engagement with the class, failing to submit work, or submitting work that is incomplete or fails to demonstrate a good faith effort. I am happy to discuss grading expectations further if you have questions about how to achieve or avoid a particular grade.

