Student Comments – English 504: Composition Theory
Spring 2017 – ENG-504-01

Use this space to comment on the instructor's use (or non-use) of technology.

2371----- I felt like the use of technology in class was perfect. It helped with what we were learning in that class, and helped us grasp the information. 

2372----- The technology was the class website and our Moodle page which allowed us to access any and all course materials whenever we needed them. It was nice.

2374----- N/A

Use this space to comment on the instructor's teaching methods (lectures, in-class technology, class discussions, group work, etc.).

2370----- Dr. King provides a very supportive and encouraging classroom atmosphere. I especially appreciate how he prompts his students to discuss and open up in terms of what they are thinking. He is very receptive to our facial expressions and doesn't allow us to not contribute... in the best way. 

2372----- I would say that the lectures were effective because there were many moments when we had questions (so many questions) and he was more than happy to halt the discussion to address our issues and concerns.

2373----- i felt especially energized during classes that involved writing and engaging with other student work. it helped to reinforce the concepts by allowing me to synthesize prior theories with new concepts. i also felt that there was a solid mix of theoretical and concrete ideas (about taking theory into the classroom) that ive gained a sense for how to work with both. also, the feedback given for writing assignments was instructive and helped me to deepen previous ideas. 

2374----- The lectures were informative and usually happy to explain any points the students deemed vague or confusing.

Use this final space to provide any additional comments about the course, the instructor or both.

414----- Dr. King was great. The material itself was somewhat dry by nature, but he always was able to use his humor to make the class fun. He also did a great job of connecting the material to outside experiences and encouraged us to share our experiences as well. Overall, a great instructor and a great learning experience. 

2371----- I really loved this class and the professor. I would strongly recommend this class and professor to another student. Dr. King is very open to helping students. 

2372----- The material was dry (but such is life in any theory class), but Dr. King did his best to make the information accessible and the class fun. He deserves an award for patience, that's for sure.

2373----- one of the most powerful things i've learned from my research for this class is that enlarging student prior theories contributes to the production of new ideas. after this course, i feel more at ease during the process of writing. there is less pressure--i'm constantly synthesizing and re-negotiating old intuitions, so the more i read, the more material i have for exploration.

2374----- Dr. King was amazingly understandable about my confusion concerning certain subjects in the theory aspect of the class because of my lack of English undergrad background. Often times I was embarrassed to be confused and get complete concepts wrong to the point of an awful grade, but he was always understanding and kind letting me try again once I gained understanding.

Spring 2016 – ENG-504-01

Use this space to comment on the instructor's use (or non-use) of technology.

1946----- Dr. King promoted  a student response system on moodle. If one student had a paper due then another would have feedback for that paper due by class that Monday. I really liked this method. Dr. King always kept our moodle readings up to date, and had a web

1947----- Discussion of critical and scholarly articles rarely warrants the use of in-class technology. However, the use of Moodle outside of the class was effective and efficient.

1949----- His use of a website, instead of a physical syllabus, enabled there to be more details about the course, assignments, and schedule.

1950----- This class really did not call for in-class technology other than lap tops. I felt the outside of class technology worked perfectly. 

1952----- Our reports/responses on Moodle were a fairly standard approach, which seemed unnecessary when we all discussed them in class anyway. For some reason also, the syllabus which I printed out at the start of the semester was regularly updated online, but I m

Use this space to comment on the instructor's teaching methods (lectures, in-class technology, class discussions, group work, etc.).

1946----- Our class was primarily discussion-oriented with the occasional lecture. We'd always begin class with Dr. King asking us how we felt about the readings for that week. I felt that that was a good start at engaging his students. His written assignments alwa

1947----- I felt the interactive assignments with feedback from peers was a very effective method in understanding readings and contributing to the composition conversation. 

1949----- He did a good job at explaining the complex theory, which we read for class.

1950----- I liked the way Dr. King ran the course. I liked having the open discussions on the readings we were responsible for each class. I felt the discussions were never dull and each discussion was lively and everyone had interesting comments and ideas to share

1951----- The lectures were insightful but due to the material's conceptual/theoretical nature some sort of visual presentation may be helpful to keep each theory outlined.

1952----- Dr. King truly has a talent for inspiring deep and productive conversations. Although most classes did revolve around some sort of early lecture/presentation of information, he quickly turned the discussion to us and acted as a guide through the material 

Use this final space to provide any additional comments about the course, the instructor or both.

1946----- Dr. King is one of the most engaging professors I've had the opportunity to learn from. He was always keen to push for participation from every student, versatile with those who felt differently, or learned at a slower pace, and readily available to talk to students in need. I found most readings this semester to be quite difficult, but it was a rewarding process in slowly, but surely, adapting to and learning from them. I have nothing bad to say about Dr. King, especially when it comes to the time he invests in helping his students with some of the most thorough feedback I have ever received. Overall, this course was one of the hardest I have ever taken, but Dr. King was always of help.

1947----- There were times in which I wished there was a break or two to use the bathroom or regroup my thoughts. However, I was able to leave the classroom whenever necessary to give myself a break.

1948----- For such a difficult course, I thought Dr. King did very well. Some the readings were really difficult and I felt like sometimes I could've used more time with them because they are so complex and composition is pretty difficult for me. Overall, I thought the course was interesting despite the difficult subject matter. We had a lot of help with the final paper so that was great and very much appreciated.

1949----- He definitely made one think, and did a good job of introducing many of the ideas that are found in composition studies.  His class discussions are informative.

1950----- Dr. King really cares about this subject matter and that showed in his teaching of the course. I appreciated the way he ran the class. Dr. King is always very helpful when I ask for help regarding assignments and readings. Dr. King always gives great feedback on the work that we turn in. I enjoyed the class and the discussions that we had in class as well as the readings we were responsible for.

1951----- The class and its materials truthfully opened my eyes to the grandiose scale that composition encompasses in the academic arena. The theories, while hard to grasp at points, definitely gave me a new outlook on how composition is studied and understood by some of the more profound thinkers in academia. I believe Dr. King presented my class with a fair distribution of composition theories and analyzed them justly to help shape our better understanding of writing.

1952----- This course and the Professor's contribution to it have challenged my thinking in ways that have effectively eliminated any lingering doubts which I possessed about this program and my own place within it. Dr. King was extremely encouraging, taking as much time as I needed to ensure that I had a good handle on the material. I feel at some point a direct acknowledgement of the theoretical nature of the readings would have been helpful and sometimes I felt as though the feedback (with all its consideration) was a bit overwhelming in scope, but overall, this was one of, if not the most fulfilling courses I have taken at SBU, and in my academic career as a whole. Many thanks.   

Spring 2015 – ENG-504-01

Use this space to comment on the instructor's use (or non-use) of technology.

241----- I think that Dr. King's passion in-class makes up for his non-use of technology. He use of technology outside the classroom outlines the course goals, assignments and expectations from students. I truly enjoyed Dr. King's course format. 

1323----- Outside of class, materials were available online.  Websites were also recommended for further consideration or as reference or example of discussion topics.  In-class tech would have been superfluous.  It was 10 of us in deep, spirited discussion.  The only tech was our own computers for notes or online references if we preferred that over hard copy.

1942----- Dr. King's website, on which he had posted the class schedule, assignment prompts, and required readings, was very helpful throughout the term. 

2569----- Our instructor provided us with multi-modal learning opportunities - videos, blogs, music, and various other forms. I found the instructor's methods to be extremely helpful!

3842----- The instructors website had helpful material, and we never really needed to use much in-class technology. In general, it felt quite natural. Perhaps a possible expansion may be to consider some further resources or communities accessed via the internet, like RSA or CCCC. For example, when we used some of the Reid blog posts, it was a helpful connection to the larger conversation overall. I suppose technology (and readings) could give a clearer view of the current tradition of rhet/comp and how our readings interact. 

4255----- Dr. King utilized varied innovative technological means that were highly instructive; and geared towards rich learning.

4403----- Although there was no "in-class technology," I did not see that as a problem. It wasn't needed. The professor's website was always very helpful.  

Use this space to comment on the instructor's teaching methods (lectures, in-class technology, class discussions, group work, etc.).

241----- Dr. King's intelligence and humility combined makes him a wonderful professor. He gives insightful feedback on papers, clearly outlines assignments and holds valuable and entertaining lectures.  

1323----- Dr. King is a master at drawing us out, at helping us find our thoughts if we are floundering--without telling us what to think--and--very difficult, I think--at being non-committal in his responses (although they are also positive and encouraging) in order to let us carry the conversation and let it flow where it needs to.  He is also excellent at challenging us--rather, encouraging us to challenge ourselves--and still be supportive.  Excellent, excellent instructor.

1942----- I particularly liked that our class was discussion based. Talking through class readings really helped me get a better grasp on the concepts we were grappling with all term.

2569----- The instructor had us present/workshop every writing assignment as a class, and the conversation helped me to become a much stronger writer.

3842----- We mostly discussed class readings, with the discussion initiated by a student and student work. This proved helpful, as the conversation allowed us to work through material. Moreover, the professor was a brilliant facilitator and often brought in some helpful materials that we worked from. If anything, although the instructor did try to have us put different texts in conversation, I feel that different texts may lend themselves further to conversation and connections. While this is not a problem in itself, I think making connections could have been fun. 

4255----- Dr. King adopted Instructional strategies and procedures that were appropriate and befitting to our educationally-rich content focus. Additionally, his instructional focus addressed meaningful ways of understanding composition and rhetoric; and applying it to varied aesthetical foci in language. 

4403----- I thought the class discussion was organized and directed well. I do wish that he would have given a lecture on the research/work he is doing now. 

Use this final space to provide any additional comments about the course, the instructor or both.

241----- Dr. King is truly an asset to St. Bonaventure. Not only does he uphold the mission of the university, he encourages students and significantly cares about their success. Dr. King is one of the best professors that I've had throughout my academic career. 

1323----- I can't say enough good things.  Dr. King is a true scholar, a gifted educator, an interesting and fun instructor, and a solid mentor.

1942----- Overall, I really enjoyed this class. The assigned readings were both challenging and interesting, and I enjoyed class discussions. Additionally, I think that the assigned work was manageable and fair. With that said, I wish I had been able to take this class prior to teaching Clare 110 as we talked a lot about composition pedagogy. There were some concepts that I would have been able to apply while teaching. However, I still think the class material was valuable in itself and I learned a lot. 

2569----- I really learned a lot from this course, and I would highly recommend this professor to anyone interested in becoming a better writer. 

3842----- I thought the class was quite helpful and that the instructor was quite interested and involved with the material. He also did a good job explaining things. I'm not quite sure how the class could be improved or not, though perhaps some possible tinkering with the reading, the use of technology as a means to a broader, current conversation (maybe even skype?) could be helpful. I liked how the instructor allowed us to revise work as well and thought that the peer reviews and the lead-up to the final paper was helpful. It was a grand class. 

4255----- Dr. King demonstrates all the qualities of a professional Instructor. He showed a strong command of subject material, and demonstrated a keen ability to impart that knowledge in meaningful and effective ways. The class activities, readings, and written assignments had a rich focus that is relevant to composition and rhetoric. It was truly a pleasure to have been a student within Dr. King's course.

4403----- I really enjoyed the course. The only thing I think might help would be at least one smaller paper assignment where students are asked to put some of the theorists in conversation with each other and form an argument. I think this would have been helpful in terms of writing our final paper.  

Spring 2013 – ENG-504-01
Use this space to comment on the instructor's use (or non-use) of technology.

5355----- We used blog posts and his website, along with the Wiki. I did not like the wiki at first, but it ended up being a really helpful tool for class discussions and so that we knew what our peers learned from the readings. I liked the use of technology a lot.

5383----- The wikis were effective. 

Use this space to comment on the instructor's teaching methods (lectures, in-class technology, class discussions, group work, etc.).

3447----- Lecture/class discussion may have benefited from occasional visual aspects (video, Powerpoint, etc).

5355----- This is a difficult subject, and Dr. King did a great job utilizing class time to illuminate discussion.

5383----- One student was asked to assist with class discussion every week. Assignments helped students prepare for discussions. I have zero complaints.

Use this final space to provide any additional comments about the course, the instructor or both.

3427----- Great class and a great instructor. Very pleased. 

5355----- Dr. King is an incredible professor. He is understanding and makes a lot of effort to allow students to understand the material, difficult as it is. He is very forgiving of deadlines, as he understands all of the pressures we are under. I would love to take more classes with him, and I wish every student could have him as a professor.

5383----- In the future, students may be better served by having class readings posted to the syllabus ahead of time. Schedules can fill up quickly. It's safe to say that the students were highly responsive to the professor. They brought him presents every week. In a strange way, this act built anticipation for the course on a weekly basis and contributed to our attentiveness to the material.

Spring 2013 – English 504 Student Feedback (informal, email)
· I'm so, so glad that I was able to take this class with you this semester. I feel so much more prepared for my PhD coursework next fall, and I really just enjoyed the course and having you as a teacher. Thanks so much for your constant help and support this year. I appreciate it more than I can say.

· Thanks for all your help this semester. The SBU English department is lucky to have you.

· Thanks for everything this semester! I really did enjoy your class and felt like I learned a lot from it.
