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English 505: Teaching Practicum, Fall 2013

Professor:  Matt King

Email:  mrking@sbu.edu
Phone:  716.375.2457
Office Hours:
  MW 2:30-4:00, and by appointment
Office Location:  Plassmann D6
Class Website:  http://mattrking.com/courses/e505_fall2013
Program Objectives

· Students can contribute original arguments to the field of English and American literary studies.

· Students can critique the history and relevance of critical theory in literature studies.

· Students can apply bibliography and research methods commensurate with the expectations of academics in the profession of higher education.
· Students can demonstrate critical reading and writing skills commensurate with the expectations of academics in the profession of higher education.
Course Description
Teaching for the first time (or even just teaching a new class for the first time) can be exhilarating, daunting, and challenging. The Teaching Practicum aims to ensure that you have a successful, comfortable, and productive experience teaching Clare 110. Our primary concerns will be practical – making sure you are ready to teach from week to week – but we will also address larger concerns with course design and professional development. By the end of the semester, you will have a solid foundation in teaching writing courses and solid professional materials for the next step in your career.

Course Goals:

· Prepare for and reflect on teaching Clare 110;

· Develop effective teaching and professional materials, including in-class activities, assignments, and a teaching portfolio;

· Demonstrate knowledge of successful course planning, including articulation of course goals, structure, assignments, and assessment model.
These goals do not correspond to specific program objectives, but they do address teaching and professionalization concerns relevant to writing instructors and graduate students.
Grading Policy
Your semester average will be determined as follows:

• Participation                              40%
• Assignment Reflections (2)     15%
• Teaching Reflections (2)          15%
• Teaching Portfolio                    30%

+/- grades will be used in awarding final grades for this course.

Attendance/Late work.  You should not be absent from class or submit work late. If an emergency or other circumstance prevents you from attending class or submitting work on time, please let me know about the situation as soon as possible.

Email
Email will serve as an official means of communication for this class. You are therefore required to check the email account you have registered with the university regularly. Please feel free to email me with your questions and concerns. It may take me up to two days to respond, so please do not expect an immediate response. If your question is a lengthy one, I may ask you to visit me during office hours instead of responding to you on email.

Students with Disabilities
Students with disabilities who believe that they may need accommodations in this class are encouraged to contact the Disability Support Services Office, Doyle Room 26, at 375-2066 as soon as possible to better ensure that such accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion. Documentation from this office is required before accommodations can be made.

Schedule
Each weekly meeting will include time spent discussing questions and concerns and preparing for upcoming Clare 110 class meetings. The following schedule outlines other weekly concerns and assignments.
Week 1 – August 26. Discuss commenting on short papers.

Week 2 – September 2. Read Stern & Solomon. Discuss Unit 1 research.

Week 3 – September 9. Discuss peer reviews, commenting on and grading Paper 1.

Week 4 – September 16. Discuss Clare 110 reflection assignments, Unit 2 research.

Week 5 – September 23. Assignment Reflection due; discuss Unit 1 revisions.

Week 6 – September 30. Discuss grading for Paper 2.

Week 7 – October 7. Read Shipka, Toward a Composition Made Whole (Introduction and Chapter 1). Discuss multimodal composition.

Week 8 – October 14. Midterm Break

Week 9 – October 21. Teaching Reflection due. Discuss ethos, Unit 3 research.

Week 10 – October 28. Assignment Reflection due.

Week 11 – November 4. Read sample syllabi. Discuss course design.

Week 12 – November 11. Teaching Philosophy draft due.

Week 13 – November 18. Artifact Overview & Reflection due.

Week 14 – November 25. Syllabus Overview & Reflection due.

Week 15 – December 2. Teaching Reflection due; workshop Teaching Portfolio.

Wednesday, December 11. Teaching Portfolio due.

Assignment Reflections

These papers ask you to reflect on a specific assignment or activity you have given your students in Clare 110. The first section of the paper should present the assignment or activity itself. If you gave your students written instructions, a worksheet, or anything else along those lines, include this first. If you did not give your students written instructions, then start your reflection with a description of the assignment or activity, noting exactly what you asked students to do. In the next section of your reflection, write out your thoughts in response to the following prompts and questions (the reflection portion of the paper should be about one page, single-spaced).
· What are the specific objectives of the assignment or activity? How does it fit with the goals of the unit and the goals of the class? How does it fit with your own teaching philosophy and goals for your classes?

· How did the assignment or activity go? Did students do well with it? Did it help them work toward larger assignments and goals? How was the assignment most effective? Least effective?

· How would you change this assignment or activity in the future? Even if it went well, what sorts of variations or extensions of the assignment or activity might you try in the future?

Teaching Reflections

These short papers (1-2 pages, single-spaced, 12 pt font, 1″ margins) give you an opportunity to reflect on your teaching more generally this semester. For the reflection, write out your thoughts to the following prompts and questions.
· How would you describe your own teaching philosophy, your own goals for the class and your teaching? How have you worked toward and achieved those goals this semester? What might you change during the last part of the semester to continue working toward these goals?

· What have been the most effective aspects of your Clare 110 classes this semester? Least effective?

· What have been the main challenges you’ve faced, and how have you addressed them?

· How would you describe your work economy for the class? What is the balance in terms of time you spend preparing lectures, preparing in-class activities, preparing for class discussions, writing assignments, grading and writing feedback on student work, etc.? What aspects of your work for the class feel most effective? Least effective? Do you have thoughts on how you could restructure your time (if needed)?

· How would you describe your development with reference to the dimensions of learning?

Teaching Portfolio

A teaching portfolio serves as an introduction to your teaching materials and the thinking behind them. At the minimum, it typically includes a statement of teaching philosophy and a sample syllabus. It can also include other course documents, reflections on the syllabus and/or course artifacts, and student feedback on your teaching. For our purposes this semester, your teaching portfolio will include a statement of teaching philosophy, our Clare 110 syllabus (with revisions to readings and assignments as you see fit) and other documents you have created for the course, potentially a new course that you have designed (this isn’t a requirement, but I’m happy to help you think through this if you want to work on it), a syllabus overview/reflection, and a sample artifact overview/reflection. These various components are described below.
Statement of Teaching Philosophy
This handout offers a helpful overview of the teaching philosophy, and you should think of it as the instructions for this part of the assignment. For our purposes, your teaching philosophy should be 1-2 single-spaced pages.

Syllabus Overview/Reflection
This document would appear before a given syllabus in your teaching portfolio, and it should frame our understanding of the syllabus as we look over it. Your overview/ reflection should address the following sorts of questions and prompts: how does this syllabus speak to your larger teaching philosophy, particularly in terms of course goals, assignments, and daily activities? What are some of the main activities you work to incorporate into the class? What is the thinking behind the assignments? What aspects of the syllabus have been most effective in terms of student learning and engagement? It would help to explain the thinking behind the syllabus more generally and also to point to specific examples that provide evidence for your thinking. It could help to note how you might change the syllabus in the future as well. Rather than framing this in terms of limitations, it would help to foreground future directions that your pedagogy is heading. This document should be .5-1 single-spaced page.

Artifact Overview/Reflection
Much like the syllabus overview/reflection, this document would appear before a given artifact from the course that you want to highlight (a specific assignment, a specific activity, a handout, etc.) and that frames our understanding of the artifact as we look over it. Your overview/reflection should address the following sorts of questions and prompts: how does this artifact help you work toward the goals of the course? How does it speak to your larger teaching philosophy? What is the thinking behind the artifact? How have you implemented the artifact? How did students respond to and engage with it? How was it effective in working toward specific goals? You might also suggest possibilities for further applications or possibilities with this artifact. This document should be .5-1 single-spaced pages.

